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Education of the people.
[A.D. 1772.
Sir, that may be an argument for drinking, if you suppose men in general to be liars. But, Sir, I would not keep company with a fellow, who lyes as long as he is sober, and whom you must make drunk before you can get a word of truth out of him V
Mr. Langton told us he was about to establish a school upon his estate, but it had been suggested to him, that it might have a tendency to make the people less industrious. JOHNSON. ' No, Sir. While learning to read and write is a distinction, the few who-have that distinction may be the less inclined to work; but when every body learns to read and write, it is no longer a distinction2. A man who has a laced waistcoat is too fine a man to work; but if every body had laced waistcoats, we should have people working in laced waistcoats. There are no people whatever more industrious, none who 'work more, than our manufacturers3; yet they have all learnt to read and write. Sir, you must not neglect doing a thing immediately good, from fear of remote evil; —from fear of its being abused4. A man who has candles
1  Mrs. Piozzi, in her Anecdotes, p. 261, has given an erroneous account of this incident, as of many others.   She pretends to relate it from recollection, as if she herself had been present; when the fact is that it was communicated to her by me.   She has represented it as a personality, and the true point has escaped her.   BOSWELL.   She tells
the stoiy against Boswell.    'I fancy Mr. B--------has not forgotten,'
she writes.
2  See post, April n, 1776.
3  Johnson, in his Dictionary, defines manufacturer as a workman ; an artificer.
4  Johnson had no fear of popular education.    In his attack on Jenyns's Enquiry (ante, i. 365), he wrote (Works, vi. 56):—'Though it should be granted that those who are born to poverty and dritdgery should not be deprived by an improper ediication of the opiate of ignorance, even this concession will not be of much use to direct our practice, unless it be determined, who are those that are born to poverty. To entail irreversible poverty upon generation after generation, only because the ancestor happened to be poor, is in itself cruel, if not unjust. ... I am always afraid of determining on the side of envy or cruelty.   The privileges of education may sometimes be improperly bestowed, but I shall always fear to withhold them, lest I should be
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